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configuration management program, and
(7) creation of a System Engineering
Department.

The NRC staff has concluded that the
Licensee’s proposed actions and
schedule are acceptable and that the
facility may be operated while the
Licensee works to resolve these issues.
The staff will continue to follow the
Licensee’s progress to improve the
facility’s design-basis documentation
and implement the initiatives outlined
in its October 27, 1997 letter through the
normal inspection process. A detailed
design inspection by the NRC staff of an
additional safety system is not
warranted at this time.

2. ‘‘NRC with an outside contractor
and VY [Vermont Yankee] conduct a
review of all backup safety systems to
assure adequacy of these systems in
order to protect worker and public
health and safety.’’

As stated in the reply to Item 1 above,
the NRC staff has conducted a detailed
design inspection of two selected
systems at the Vermont Yankee facility.
The inspection team found the two
systems capable of performing their
intended design functions. As discussed
in Item 1 above, the inspection report
also documented several issues of
programmatic concern. The NRC staff
has determined that the Licensee’s
response to these programmatic
concerns is acceptable and
implementation of the Licensee’s
actions will be assessed during followup
inspections. Overall, the staff finds that
the detailed design inspection and the
followup inspection activities provide
adequate assurance of public health and
safety and that a design review
inspection of additional safety systems
is not warranted at this time.

3. ‘‘Given the lack of thoroughness by
the licensee and significant flaws in the
FSAR and design basis evaluation, CAN
questions Region I staff’s competence to
effectively oversee reactors under its
authority. We therefore request that the
archive of NRC’s oversight failures at
VY [Vermont Yankee] be added to the
Inspector General’s investigation of
complicity and systematic failure to
enforce NRC regulations by NRC staff in
Region I and Project Directorates.’’

With regard to this request, CAN’s
letter has been forwarded to the Office
of the Inspector General.

III. Conclusion
The NRC staff has reviewed the

information submitted by the Petitioner.
The Petitioner’s request is granted in
part in that the NRC staff has evaluated
all of the issues raised in the two
Memoranda and the supplemental letter
provided by the Petitioner to see if

enforcement action is warranted on the
basis of the information contained
therein. In the Partial and the Final
Director’s Decision, the NRC staff has
discussed each Memorandum and the
supplemental letter and described any
related enforcement action that was
taken. The Petitioner’s supplemental
request that the NRC, in conjunction
with an outside contractor, conduct
additional review of safety systems at
the Vermont Yankee facility is denied.
With respect to the supplemental
request for an investigation of NRC
oversight of the Vermont Yankee
facility, the Petitioner’s supplemental
letter was forwarded to the Office of the
Inspector General.

As provided in 10 CFR 2.206(c), a
copy of this Decision will be filed with
the Secretary of the Commission for the
Commission’s review. This Decision
will constitute the final action of the
Commission 25 days after issuance,
unless the Commission, on its own
motion, institutes review of the Decision
in that time.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 29th day
of December 1997.
For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Samuel J. Collins,
Director, Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation.
[FR Doc. 98–371 Filed 1–6–98; 8:45 am]
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NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

Degradation of Steam Generator
Internals; Issue

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.
ACTION: Notice of issuance.

SUMMARY: The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) has issued Generic
Letter (GL) 97–06 to all holders of
operating licenses for pressurized-water
reactors, except those who have
permanently ceased operations and
have certified that fuel has been
permanently removed from the reactor
vessel, to (1) again alert addressees to
the previously communicated findings
of damage to steam generator internals,
namely, tube support plates and tube
bundle wrappers, at foreign PWR
facilities; (2) alert addressees to recent
findings of damage to steam generator
tube support plates at a U.S. PWR
facility; (3) emphasize to addressees the
importance of performing
comprehensive examinations of steam
generator internals to ensure steam
generator tube structural integrity is
maintained in accordance with the

requirements of Appendix B to 10 CFR
Part 50; and (4) require all addressees to
submit information that will enable the
NRC staff to verify whether addressees’
steam generator internals comply with
and conform to the current licensing
bases for their respective facilities. This
generic letter only requests information
from the addressees under the
provisions of Section 182a of the
Atomic Energy Act, as amended, and 10
CFR 50.54(f).

The generic letter is available in the
NRC Public Document Room under
accession number 9712180168.
DATES: The generic letter was issued on
December 30, 1997.
ADDRESSEES: Not applicable.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Stephanie M. Coffin, at (301) 415–2778.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
generic letter does not constitute a
backfit as defined in 10 CFR 50.109(a)(1)
since it does not impose modifications
of or additions to structures, systems or
components or to design or operation of
an addressee’s facility. It also does not
impose an interpretation of the
Commission’s rules that is either new or
different from a previous staff position.
The staff, therefore, has not performed
a backfit analysis.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 30th day
of December 1997.
For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
David B. Matthews,
Acting Director, Division of Reactor Program
Management, Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation.
[FR Doc. 98–372 Filed 1–6–98; 8:45 am]
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NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

Sunshine Act Meeting

AGENCY HOLDING THE MEETING: Nuclear
Regulatory Commission.
DATE: Weeks of January 5, 12, 19, and
26, 1998.
PLACE: Commissioners’ Conference
Room, 11555 Rockville Pike, Rockville,
Maryland.
STATUS: Public and Closed.

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED:

Week of January 5

There are no meetings the week of
January 5.

Week of January 12—Tentative

Thursday, January 15

9:00 a.m.
Affirmation Session (Public Meeting)

(if needed)
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